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FARIVI RESCUE WILL ASSIST LOCAL FARMER

Farm Rescue provides planting and
harvesting assistance to farm families
that have experienced a major illness,
injury or natural disaster. Their mission
is to help family farmers bridge crisis so
they have an opportunity to continue vi-
able operations.

One of the biggest financial drains
on a family is an unexpected medical
injury or iliness and, of course, a natural
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The Zorc's left to right: Joe, Kaylee, Preston, Kathy and Duke.

disaster. It is even more pronounced
on a farm where a family’s livelihood de-
pends on the ability to plant or harvest a
crop.

Farm Rescue gives families a chance
to continue their livelihood by providing
the necessary equipment and manpow-
er to plant or harvest their crop, free of
charge. It is operated entirely by volun-
teers and is funded by donations from

individuals and sponsors who support
the tradition of family farming. Farm
Rescue does not distribute funds to
farmers. Donations are used to pay for
the expenses associated with planting
and harvesting crops. Labor for operat-
ing the equipment is provided by volun-
teers. Applications are accepted from
farmers within fifty miles of any North
Dakota border (excluding Canada).
CHS/SWG is proud to be a major spon-
sor of this GREAT organization and has
been since its inception.

On March 4, 2011, Joe Zorc, from
Lemmon, South Dakota, was chas-
ing one of his heifers that was hav-
ing trouble calving. His full attention
on the heifer and not where he was
stepping, Joe tripped, fell and suf-
fered multiple fractures to his leg.
Over a month went by and since the
fractures were so severe, Joe was
still not able to use his leg or even

step down on his foot. Farm Rescue
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stepped in to help. They will
plant his crop, weather per-
mitting, sometime during the
last week in April. “This is a
blessing for the Zorcs” says
Kathy Zorc, Joe's wife. “Our
son, Preston and our daugh-
ter, Kaylee have been coming
home on weekends to help
with calving.” “They have
been just wonderful.” But
with having to plant the crop,
Joe and | were both so wor-
ried about getting it done, es-
pecially now that it is getting
so late with the weather not cooper-
ating. Thank God for Farm Rescue!”
Farm Rescue is always looking for
sponsors. For more information on how
to donate, volunteer or apply for assis-
tance, visit the Farm Rescue website at
www.farmrescue.org.
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PRODUCER BOARD UPDATE

It is that time of the year when things
should start turning green and the tem-
perature should be rising. As | am writ-
ing, the ground again is turning white to
let us know that winter has not fully left
our area of the state. Hopefully, by print
time, the weather will decide that it is
time for spring to arrive.

The SWG Producer Board has been
very busy the last few months with stra-
tegic planning, merger work and asset
purchase. SWG did purchase the as-
sets of the Hettinger Cooperative Equity
Exchange. We attended their informa-
tional meeting to answer any questions
the patrons had about the purchase and
explained our thoughts on how it would
operate. We also attended the annual
meeting at which time they held the vote
to sell the assets to SWG. The vote
was 100% in the affirmative to sell the
assets to SWG. We would like to wel-
come them into the SWG patron base

and hope we meet their expectations on
the service of the facility. | would also
like to welcome the employee base for
Hettinger into the SWG group. They will
be an added asset to the organization.
(WELCOME ABOARD).

We have also been working very
closely with the New Salem Elevator
board on a merger with SWG and are
looking at the construction of a shuttle
receiving facility in that area. The dis-
cussions have been going very well and
decisions will be made at the end of this
month. This merger can add value to
both the organizations and bring value
back to the patrons.

The strategic planning session went
very well. A lot of long range thinking
took place as we looked at the future
of SWG. The final “Strategic Plan" bro-
chure should be completed soon and
available at your local stations for you to
pick up and review the directions of this

company.

The Board has been involved with
two new building projects, a blend tower
at Lemmon and also the fertilizer plant
expansion at Boyle. The Lemmon tower
should be about completed and ready
for spring blending of fertilizer product to
go to the country. This can greatly help
to enhance efficiencies in this depart-
ment for Lemmon. The Boyle fertilizer
expansion project is beginning and will
increase the storage tonnage by 12,000
tons and also increase unload capacity
from 150 ton per hour to 1200 ton per
hour. There will also be another load
out tower for straight product added for
the load out side of the plant. This will
greatly enhance the scheduling of fer-
tilizer trains coming in to unload and
cause as much disruption on grain load
out from the elevator.

Spring will happen at some time, as
it always does, but with the delays it will
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create increased stress on the system
and on the producers trying to get the
crop in the ground in a timely manner.
| encourage everyone to keep commu-
nicating with your supply people as to
your expectations and needs so as they
can schedule and fulfill those needs to
help make spring flow easier.
Have a safe spring.

COME!

IT WILL

Harlan Klein, President
SWG Producer Board



